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                to describe the instinctive bond between parents and their children and suggests that  

              in essence, parents are their children’s  most important advocates. It is the  basis  of  a  

              well- known dictum, ‘Somebody has got crazy about that kid’ (Bronfenbrenner, 1979,  

              p.4)  which  highlights not only the irrationality of the  bond, but  also the individual 

              focus of parental attachment. In contrast, the roles of teachers are represented as more 

             specifically focused, requiring  greater  detachment, rationality and intentionality. The  

             analysis also suggests that teachers are expected to facilitate learning by all their stude 

             -nts, not just some, regardless of whether or not they like them as individuals, indeed,  

             one of the greatest challenges to professionalism in teaching occurs when a teacher is  

             required to teach someone whom he or she may not like  very  much. The professional 

             teacher is expected to set aside personal feelings and get on with the public job they are 

             employed to do. 

              

Role Dimension Parenting Teaching 

1. Scope of function Diffuse and limitless Specific and limited 

2. Intensity of  effect High Low 

3. Attachment Optimum attachment  Optimum detachment 

4. Rationality Optimum irrationality Optimum rationality 

5. Spontaneity Optimum spontaneity Optimum intentionality 

6. Partiality Partial Impartial 

7. Scope of responsibility  Individual Whole group 

                                                                                                                                          (Katz, 1980, p.49) 

                                          Figure 13.1: Distinctions between parenting and teaching 

      

                          The fact that parents and teachers fulfil different roles towards those they teach  

             does not imply that one is right and the other wrong, nor that one is more worthy than   

             the other. Each makes an important contribution to the development of well - rounded, 

             rational and independent people. Young people benefit from experiencing both sets of  

             roles  that  are, in this sense, complementary. But parents who became teachers need to 

             think clearly about how their treatment of pupils should compare with that of their own 
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                children. An obvious example concerns differences in the extent to which displays of 

              affection are appropriate, and the forms of affection that are acceptable from a parent 

              and a teacher. The issue is especially relevant when teachers in rural schools end up  

              teaching their own children, a situation that can create problems because of the need  

              to treat one another differently at school. Not only must parents who become teacher 

              s  think  about their  relationship with  their pupils, but teachers who become parents  

              must also make an adjustment, which is probably easier when their children are very 

              young. If Katz’s analysis is accepted, teachers going home to children of a similar age 

              to those they teach at school,must make adjustment if they are to display the optimum 

              attachment, irrationality, spontaneity and partiality that is required of competent par- 

              ents in contrast to the optimum detachment, rationality, intentionality and impartiality  

              expected of professional teachers. 

              

             Teaching As Work Versus Teaching As  
          A Professional Activity 

          Professional teaching may be regarded in two ways, as work and as profession. Each view  

             provides useful insights. The idea that teaching is  work, like  any  other  jobs, emphasises 

             the function of teachers as  employees who are paid  to  deploy their  knowledge and  skill   

             to achieve  outcomes  specified by  their employees ( the board  of  trustees of their school  

             which is responsible to the Minister of Education for the school’s governes.This highlights 

             a number of features of the current employment conditions of     New Zealand     teachers. 

             Science  the  advent o f the   Tomorrow’s Schools    reforms in 1988, the  requirements of  

             teacher’s work  have been specified in increasing detail  by  the  “ Ministry of Education ” 

             through school charters, the  National Education Guidelines and the  national curriculum  

             statement (Ministry of Education, 2006). Nevertheless, the prevailing view of teaching  as  

             work emphasises the contractual nature of teacher employment.  
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              Schooling increases the ethical responsibility of professional teachers because in the main,  

             parents  do  not have the opportunity to  choose who will teach their children (Soder, 1990). 

             He points out that  the law requires parents to send their children to school regardless of the  

             school, and that all  parents  must  take  part  in equality of surrender: 

 

                               “Equality of surrender, I would argue, should imply equality of 

                               treatment. That  is to say  children  should not  be  subjected to  

                              differential   response  because  of  differences  in  social  class,  

                              ethnicity, gender, or other factors over which children have no 

                              control. It  has  long  been  recognized  that  there  is,  in  fact,  

                             inequality of  treatment (and  inequality of outcomes, for that  

                             matter). But the existence of inequality does not justify inequality. 

                             Equality of surrender must imply equality of treatment. Therefore, 

                             Those responsible for the treatment of children in schools have 

                             a moral obligation to ensure equality of treatment.(p.73)”   

 

            Sodar points  out   that  by   nature   children  are  defenceless. They are, by tradition, taught 

             to distrust. However, in complying with the law and sending their children to school,parents 

             are  turning  their children over to virtual strangers. In doing so, parents  expect  the state  to  

             keep the children from harm. 

                      Sodar identifies the vulnerability of school students which places professional teachers 

             in positions of power, born of their superior knowledge, skill and status, compared with their 

             pupils. This creates a burden of responsibility that may be easily abused. It involves keeping 

             children safe (free from physical and mental harm) and ensuring that they receive reasonable 

             equality of opportunity  regardless of  their  social  class,  ethnicity, gender, or other  factors  

             over  which  children  have  no  control. This  clearly  signals  that  the ethical obligations of  

             professional  teachers  include  how their students  are managed, as well as the content of the  

             school curriculum and how it  is implemented. The achievement  of  such  outcomes requires 

             teachers to assume responsibility for their own continuing professional  development to keep  

             up to date. While Soder does not say as much, it can be argued that it follows from what  he 

             says. 
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